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The nobional enterpiise at Povasska Dystrica (Q50/071) has had a variety
of names sinee 1945: Povazske Ctrojarme (Vah Degion lachine Jorks); lanin,
Povazska Dystrica; Interprise of Klement Gottwald. The last is the most
recent officigl pamwe. The plant employs approximately 7,500 workers and

ia enpaped in the preduction of ammmition of all ldnds, clectriec refrigeora-
tors, llanet motorcycles, wire, sheets of non~ferrous metal, and pipe.

The buildings sre single sbory, concretc structures hawing flat roofs with
sky-lighta. They were all built between 1929 and 1538 except the wire-working
shop which was built during 1942. In general, the machine equipment is good.
“he equipnest in the foundry and that for producing priming caps and motor-
cycles way be called very good.

Lirht arms ammuaition of the following calibers ean t: produced: 6.5mm, 7.0wmm,
Tolmm, 7.65m %, and T.98m. At present, the 7.92mm Ueusor-type cartridge s
is the princinsl ammunition being oroduccds The Cfactory is equipped with
sixteen ammmition production lines with a capacity of about 40 million
cartridges per month. ilowever, after the war eight of these lines

were disaentled and stored to make roon for the production of motoreycles.
Fauipment for producing rifles was also removed tc make rooa for the manu-
facture of refriperators. Until 1949, domestie crders for ammunition amounted
to approximzately 120 million rounds of rifle srwmnition, 60 million rounds of
plstol srmmnitlion and 280,000 medium caliber artillery shells ver year. Some
orcers were also filled for export |
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The nachines for the preduction of ammnition ere of German (Terner, Karlsruhe),

Trench and Czech (Zbrojovka and Skoda) uakes. lowever, there is no danger of
& lack of replacenents sinee zll the drawings arc available in the OSR. Skoda
hag drawin 8 of a machine for eontrolling the weight of cartridges which is
very efficient and precise. The degree to wiich the production of ammniticn
is an aviomatic process is about tihie same as that in the United States. Ba-
cavse of a shortage of copper, the plant is also set un to produce steel shell
casings. Before they are pressad into shape, the steel cups are parkerized
{surface coated with vhosphate).
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The equipnent for the rolling of non-ferrous metals was originally desipned
to supply the needs of the ammunition departuent. There is a triple mill or
"trio" for rolling wara metals to a width of 1.5 weters. There are also five
double mills or "duos" for the further cold-rolling of sheets to 2 .
minimmm thickness of 0.00 wm. Povazska Dystrica is not equipped for the pro--
duction of foil. Sonme alterations have been nade on the "trio" to enable the
relling of sluninum sheets of sood quality (dural) for airplanes. Ilevertheless,
the present width of the "trio" is teo small. and another with & 7idth of 2.5
neters is planned. A new project for the +olling of larger aluminmum airplane
perta is still in the planning stages. A wire-working shop and a pipe shop
have been added to the sheei metal. shop. The pipe shop has three presses,
the largest of whicli 13 a Sehloeman press having a maximm pressure of 2,500
tons. Pipe as well as various profiles are pressed from copper, brass and
aluminum in this shop.

The wire-working shop it not yet completed. At present, wire bars (virebary)
are proeessed varn on an improvised rolling nlll int. wire of 8 ma diameter.
The fine wire shop then draws thiz into wire of various diameters ranging
down to 0.008mm. This wire drawing equipment is of German nake, "Juwell.
Additional machines for wire drawing are now bein; designed and are intended
to form the awdliary progran of the tool shop at Povagska Bystrica. Power-
ful v re drawing equipment is also to be manufactured st Turcisnsicy Sv.
vartin (Q50/C69). '

The foundry at Povazska Bystrica is equipped with sixteen induction fwrnaces
for the nelting of copper and brass tor further casting into blocks and bars.
For the casting of kara of special alloys, the Svizss Oerderlin mothcd  has

- been introduced whereby the hot metal is cast on a eentrifugal nachine into

eircles which are later strairhtened when cold. Thoe founding of aluminum is
handled on 8ix eold-cherber die-casting machines which use the Polak system.
Pavts for motoreveles and refriperators as well as Jor nilk cans are made heve.
The lron foundry has four induction furnaces used in meking castings for .
eylincder heads and bodles for notorcycles and compressors.

the plant is equipped with hydrauliec, eceentric and spindle presses for the
production of artillery shells. There are about twenty amall presses for
shells BOmm and under, ten to fiftcen presses for shells of 100 ma to 150 IHR,
and four large presses for shells up to 300tm. The larre presses can also
handle shell casings from 305rm to 420 rm. This departnent also manufactures
=ilk cans (about four quart size) at the rate of mbout 200,000 a year.

The equipnent for the producticn of motorcycles has a capacity of 30,000 per
year. The program for 1950 calls for the mamufaecture of 12,000 anet nodels
whien have double-cycle, sincle cylinder, double piston engines with a 92

cuble centimeter cylinder capacity. All the components for these motorcycles
arc nade at the Povessks Bystrica plant. A conveyor belt systen is used for
asserbling the motoreycles. lodern drilling machines vi th up to twelve spindles
were delivered in 1947 from the factory in Kurim (P50/4i31). Gears are

made on modern Swiss machines, built by laag.

Rerrirerator production is si:allarly set up on an assembly line basis. The
yearly production is 50,000 to 60,000 units (S to 6 cu. ft. sisme), and all the
corporents except the electric motors are produced &t Povazska Jystrica.
Bellows, needed in the preduction of refriserators and thermostats, have
recently been put in production. [Formerly. bellows needed by the CSR wers
irmorted from Switserland and Fngland at a cost of sbout seven nmillion Kes
par year. The quality of refrigerators nrovuced by Povagska Bystrica is
being improved, bult the experts why/were working on this have gradually.heea
discharged for political reasons, - o
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The plant was originally set up with a capacity for the production of LOO
riflies per day. However, as in the cage of ammmmition production, this
sgubpment was put aside to malke room for the machining of parts for refrigers-
tors and notorcycles. The tool shop has sufficient equipment to produce and
saintain tools used in the produetion of rifles and ammnition. However,
with the switch to the production of refrigerators and motoreyeles, tools
must be ordered from placcs 1like “brojovia Urno and Skoda. This is partic—
ularly true in the procurcment of such things as measuring instruments and |
siezl dies used in pregss casting.

Approved

The management of the national enterprise at Porvasska Bystrica 1o loeated in
the administration building of the plant. After the reorganigation in 1949 .
plarts at Stara Tura (PL9/T26), Bratislava (Goerz optical factory) -~ and
Uyjava (PL9/T26) were Temoved from the control of Povazsks Bystries. For ~ ~
tielve years prior to-thé coup this plant was mm by Thgineer Kubik, Ile hias
been transferzed to FKosice (7L9/53L) as punichment Tor not being an active
Comaunist. The new manager is Cernusak, an old-time Commmist who was formerly
an administrative employee at Trnava (Ph9/T22), lle has no kmovledre of the
nceds of the factory, but he is dilipent and honest., None of the skilled
personnel still employed at the prlant is a convinced Cammnist even though
sare may have party membership cards, Only small factories at Velka Tytea
(Q50/082), tirabove (Q50/082) and 7ilina (050/092) are subordinated *o this

The militavy importance of this plant 1is considerable, particularly with
r3gard Lo vhe produetion of smell symg ammmnition for which the plant has

‘the largest productive capacity in the CSR. About L0 percent of the capacity|
is represented by the fimm Sellier & Dellot at Vlasim (050Aml), The
Povneske Dystrica plant wag not bombad during the war end it is well pro-
tected by the surrounding terrain, by the curves in the Vah River walley, and
by fog in the walley. Attempts to make artificial fog in the area of the
plant have been succesaful.

During 1946 and 1947 the Ministry of Mational Defense protested against the
reduction of arms production capaeity, but the !Hnistry eould not give the
faetory encugh work to do. Through politieal pressure, the workers
succeeded in having the production switched to motoreyeles and refrigerators.

| i3th the changed conditions in 1948, the Ministry was able to place soie orders
Thieh. alens v th the order far arnrt. rmre caalle PiTlad Atrear 1t th dhe mediiend
cipacity. A4 present, however, tie Ministry of Nationsl Defense is exerting
conslderable pressure to have the plant reconverted to full-time munitions
production. Sinee the produetion of arms, heavy machinery and ball bearings

_ are directly subordinated to the central administration in Prague, plans for

these changes in production are being lept seeret. IEngincer Novotny, present
gencral manager for the Directorate of Precision Machinery, is lcading this
moverient for the return to ams production. In the summer of 199, liovotny
stated that the’Povazska Dystrica plant would ba completely reconverted to amns
production by the end of 1950 » and further that an autematic pistol and a new
30 mn anti-aircraft gun would be produced,#¥% The production of an automatic
pistol has been started at Zbrojovka in Stralkonice (150/0L9), but the develop-
ment of the anti-agircraft gun has not been completed. At present there are no
other suitable buildings for housing the motorcycle and refrigerator production.
Congtruction of additional buildings (at lcast 20,000 square meters of floor
space would be necessary) vould require two to three ycars. The possibilitics
of moving this production to Trencin (PL9/T58) » Tovarmiky (PL9/T65) or to "late
Uoravee (0L9/783) have been considered, bubt none of these plans had reached any
rezl form by the end of 1949, o

One of the small factories ncw belng managed from Powssske Bystrica is &
former furniture factory in Velka Bytca (Q90/062) where LOO workers are
employed. Tsing equipment £ the eonfiscated | agi factory moved from
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Cheb (I51/P37), it is produeing meter sticks, tape mcasures and rulers.

“Ihe movin, of the jroduction of drawing instruments from Dratislava to this

Factory is plauned.

The second small plant under Povazske Bystrica management was built in 1947
ia lirabove (Q50/082) ard had been intended for the production of automobiles.
The plant was naticnalized in 1918 and now enploys abecut 30 wrkers. It
w.ll probably serve ag an auxiliary to the nain plant for the production of
PAris.

> The third is a small plant which produces electric motors (up to 0.5 KV) located

in Zilina {Q50/092), employing about 50 workers. It will probably be moved %o
Hragbove. .

it Coument:  lot interchangeable with American 30.06 smmunition.

Py

HE Conment: European nomenclature for this type of ammnition is

E———

"Segartridgen.

A Corment: Tt is difficult to judge whether this plen was rezl or

& pre@et of Hovoimy's imaginati.on.
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